EGYPT'S WONDERS OF THE PAST

in each of which reigned many kings,
known as Pharaohs. The names of these
have been gleaned from tablets and papy-
ri, for early Egyptians inscribed their
deeds by means of pictures, ^and marks
which learned men have deciphered for
us. This was the earliest form of writing.

Outstanding among the Pharaohs was
Khuf u, or Cheops, who organized the gov-
ernment so that the country was ready
for the greatest period of its history. He
built the Great Pyramid in 2900 B.C. and
it far excels anything that has been con-
structed even to this day, but we shall
read of that in the chapter on the Sphinx
and the Pyramid.

At the height of its power, about 1560
B.C., ancient Egypt was an empire com-
prising not only the Nile Valley but Pal-
estine and the greater part of Syria.
Thothmes III was ruling then with the
assistance of his step-mother, Hatshepsut,
who seems to have been a very able
woman and was undoubtedly the first

feminist. She is often referred to as the
"Queen Elizabeth of Egypt." Thothmes
III, possibly the greatest ruler in Egyp-
tian history, led his army in seventeen
campaigns against the Syrians, crossed
the Euphrates and received gifts from the
Hittites in Asia Minor and from the king
of Babylon. During his reign, the peoples
of Punt and Ethiopia, just south of
Egypt, acknowledged its supremacy and
sent enormous quantities of ivory, gold
and spices to its temples and courts.
Ships and caravans traded with Babylon,
Crete, Greece and various Syrian towns.
Records of all these activities were chron-
icled on the walls of the great temple at
Karnak.

Of the same dynasty but living a hun-
dred and sixty years later was Amenhotep
III, who is known as a great builder. The
magnificent temple at Luxor, temple py-
lons and whole avenues of sculptured
rams, though damaged by time, are still
viewed by thousands of tourists each
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HOW BREAD AND BEVERAGES WERE  MADE  IN  ANCIENT EGYPT

"In 1920 scores of little models representing everyday life in Egypt four thousand years ago,
were found near the tomb of Mehenkwetre, an Egyptian noble.    No model, whose spirit
could increase his comfort after death, was omitted.   Here they are seen grinding corn and
*        making bread, while in the left compartment brewing is in progress.
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